EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

The fifteenth annual meeting of the Philological Association of the
Carolinas was held in Charlotte, North Carolina, and was hosted by the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte. At the two previous conferences,
weather played a significant role; however, at the 1991 annual meeting, the
skies were clear and attendance was excellent: well over 250 members
visited Charlotte and enjoyed a diverse program with sessions to please the
most discriminating academic palate. The hallmark of PAC conferences has
always been the intimate atmosphere and the esprit de corps, which many
conferences (smaller and larger) do not have. Although there were forty-
one sessions and over 150 papers presented, enough to keep the most avid
conference-goer busy, participants still had many opportunities for
conversations with those who shared their interests in subjects ranging from
New Historicism to multicultural literacy. Each meeting has also had a
character of its own, and the 1991 conference had a large number of papers
about women. This concentration is reflected in the current issue of
Postscript, for five of the eleven articles focus on either female characters,
writers, or stereotypes.

As you peruse the journal, you should also notice that the Joiner Prize
has been replaced by two Founders Prizes: both recognize outstanding
articles in Postscript, one for foreign languages and literatures and the other
for English or American literature and language. This change honors the
three colleagues who were primarily responsible for the creation of the
Philological Association of the Carolinas: Lawrence D. Joiner, Earl J.
Wilcox, and Joseph Zdenek. They worked diligently to establish PAC, to
organize the first conference, and to recruit support from scholars
throughout the Southeast. The fact that we will soon meet for our sixteenth
conference indicates that their decision to found the organization was a wise
one.

The first Founders Prize Essay on Foreign Literatures and Languages,
written by Judith H. Arias, explores the relationship between violence and,
what René Girard labels as, mimetic desire in José Zorilla’s Don Juan
Tenorio, focusing on the role that imitation plays in human behavior. Peter
Whelan’s article, "Crossing the Boundaries in Wuthering Heights," was
awarded the Founders Prize for British or American Literature and
Language. Whelan examines the motif of the heroic quest in Emily Bronté&’s
novel, arguing that the dichotomous approach to the novel used by Susan
Gilbert and Sandra Gubar limits the significance of the characters and the
novel’s conclusion.

iii






