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In 1889, when Moncure Conway was preparing to write his Life of
Nathaniel Hawthorne, he wrote to his friend Annie Fields "(though to
nobody else)," he assured her, "thinking you may perhaps have some ad-
vice for me, and possibly some reminiscence." It is not surprising that he
asked. Annie Fields, the widow of Boston's major publisher, had been a
good friend of all the great writers of New England's golden age. She had
already published memoirs of two of them, Emerson and Longfellow, and
she had written many more by the time Willa Cather flrst entered her draw-
ing room in 1908. For Cather, it was "a place where the past lived on--
where it was protected and cherished, had sanctuary from the noisy push
of the present." There "a very charming old lady" reminisced about
"Longfellow, Emerson, Whittier, Hawthorne, Lowell, Sumner, Norton,
Oliver Wendell Holmes--the list sounds like something in a school-book;
but in Mrs. Fields's house one came to believe that they had been very liv-
ing people."

Those "very living people" remain alive in Annie Fields's journals,
letters, and memoirs, Hawthorne among them. Like most nineteenth-century
biographers, she presented her friends with self-effacing humility, committed
to illuminate their greatness without violating their privacy. Yet she look-
ed without blinking: and paging through her journals, we can observe Emer-
son reading a lecture in her drawing room and dropping his notes, or Har-
riet Beecher Stowe gossipping at dinner while dropping food on her dress.
We also encounter intimate glimpses of Hawthorne during the last fiveyears
of his life.

In 1854,when Dr. Zabdiel Boylston Adams's twenty-year-old daughter
Ann married James T. Fields, a jovial publisher nearly twice her age, she
moved right into the center of Boston's cultural life. Fields was the friend
and publisher of New England's major writers; and they soon became her
friends and her guests. Of the established Pantheon, only Hawthorne was
missing, serving a four year term as American consul to Liverpool.

She first met Hawthorne in June 1859, when he called at the Fieldses'
hotel in London. They had arrived a few weeks earlier to begin a long-
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