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When in 1973Charles B. Vail became President of Winthrop College,
he established a series of outreach programs as one of his priorities. Given
the history of the college(when Vail came Winthrop was the South Carolina
College for Women), various initiatives seemed necessary to help change
the image Winthrop had maintained for about ninety years. To implement
the changes, President Vail also made administrative appointments, among
which was a new dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. Shortly
thereafter, then, William C. Moran became Dean of Arts & Sciences, and
Earl J. Wilcox was named to chair the Department of English and Drama.
Both thought that faculty development through scholarship and other pro-
fessional activities might be productive in helping foster a new image for
the institution.

Winthrop College had had a modest but solid cadre of scholars for
many years prior to the early 1970's. In the History Department, for ex-
ample, was Mary Elizabeth Massey, the first woman President of the
Southern Historical Association; and among English Department faculty
were John Eells, an Arnold scholar and Hampton Jarrell, a widely-respected
writer. In the Modern and Classical Languages Department, Joseph Zdenek
and his colleague, Lawrence D. Joiner, were reading papers at regional and
national conferences and publishing regularly. Wilcox had been affiliated
with philological associations in Arkansas and Tennessee prior to coming
to South Carolina and had returned to those states, along with Joiner and
Zdenek, to read papers in 1971-76. The time seemed right when Moran
assembled the three colleagues to encourage the establishment of an an-
nual conference similar to other regional philological associations. Wilcox
agreed to be the interim President; Zdenek served as Vice-President; and
Joiner as Secretary-Treasurer. All were elected to these positions at the first
business meeting of the conference.

Before deciding on a format, the dates, or even a name for the group,
the interim officers sent out a questionnaire to scholars in the Carolinas.
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