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In "A Word of Explanation" launching Mark Twain's A Connecticut
Yankee in King Arthur's Court, the frame narrator examines the Yankee's
manuscript account of the Camelot experience and notes that "it was a
palimpsest. Under the old dim writing of the Yankee historian appeared
traces of a penmanship which was older and dimmer still " 'The palimp-
sest can act as a paradigm of Hank Morgan's puzzling, inconsistent style--
a style marked by shifting layers of vernacular speech and conventional,
at times archaic diction, of self-conscious verbal manipulations and self-
righteous diatribes. This fragmented style leads to the belief that Hank
Morgan fails as a vernacular narrator and that this failure contributes greatly
to the disintegrationof the novel.2

Most readers agree that one of Twain's major achievements is stylistic
--his ability to create the illusion of vivid, spontaneous speech and to make
this speech construct a meaningful and coherent world.3 They also agree,
however, that Twain is prone to egregiousstylistic lapses, including triteness,
sentimentality, and bombast. Thus, critics argue that he needs a detached
and limited point of view to curb his stylistic excesses and mannerisms.
Point of view, then, becomes style, and style not only clothes the meaning
of narrative action in words but also, in itself, reveals meaning. · In Twain's
novels, the most detached and limited point of view is Huckleberry Finn's;
consequently, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is seen to embody Mark
Twain's style at its best, and Huck himself--the most coherent of Twain's
vernacular narrators--is held responsible for the book's excellence. Since
Hank Morgan would seem to provide a similarly well-defined point of
view,' he is commonly blamed for the flaws in A Connecticut Yankee. A
re-examination of the complicated modulations of his speaking voice,
however, suggests that his narrative point of view has its own distinctive
integrity, that his stylisticvariations are essential to his function in the novel,
and that linguisticassets are vital to his entrepreneurial mission in Camelot.

Although some critics maintain that Twain forgets or loses control of
vernacular focus as A Connecticut Yankee progresses, this does not seem
to be the case. Hank's dominant mode of speech, the "Yankee colloquial,"
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