
EDITORS' INTRODUCTION

The Philological Association of the Carolinas
celebrated its Twentieth Anniversary Conference at
Winthrop University, 14-16 March 1996. The conference
opened Thursday evening with a lively poetry reading
by Winthrop's Dorothy Perry Thompson. The
conference offered thirty-five sessions on topics ranging
from "East Meets West" to "American Romanticism."

PAC founders Earl J. Wilcox and Joseph W. Zdenek
recounted the history of the association in a special
plenary session. Friday night's banquet and Founders
Prize ceremony featured an engaging, thoroughly
entertaining keynote address by Dennis Kay of the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte.

The nine essays in this volume of Postscript are a
sampling of the fine scholarship presented at the 1996
meeting. In this year's Founders Prize Essay in British
and American Literature and Language, Carolyn L.
Mathews shows how clothing in The Awakening "etches
the boundaries" of Edna Pontellier's life and

demonstrates "the alignment of late nineteenth-century
power relations." The Founders Prize in Foreign
Literatures and Languages is claimed by Robert Brown,
who plumbs the rift between Schopenhauer and his
mentor over theories of perception and argues that
Goethe takes his former protege to task dramatically.

The remaining essays represent a variety of
periods and approaches. Carole A. Raybourn argues
that Frederick Douglass successfully creates his self and
achieves his goals while using the standard English of
his oppressors. William Rogers relates Ben Jonson's "To
Penshurst" to Heidegger's postmodern essay "Bauen
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