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Do I contradict myself?
Very well then I contradict myself,
I am large, I contain multitudes.
Walt Whitman

"My inner self was a house divided against itself."
Augustine's Confessions

The purpose of this paper is twofold: to study
Anselmo and Lotario as doubles, and to study Anselmo's
homoerotic feelings for Lotario as revealed in the
relationship between the two men. My reading of the
interpolated story, "El curioso impertinente" [The Tale of
Foolish Curiosity], suggests that what is unmasked
through an analysis of the two men as doubles is a crisis
of masculinity. In other words, Anselmo harbors intense
homoerotic feelings for Lotario which he cannot
acknowledge. The source of these feelings is made clear
by Anselmo when he tells Lotario: "porque no sé qué dias
a esta parte me fatiga y aprieta un deseo tan estrafio y tan
fuera del uso comun de otros, que yo me maravillo de mi
mismo, y me culpo y me rifio a solas . . ." [since for some
time now I have been vexed and bothered by a desire so
strange and peculiar that I am astonished at myself. I
blame and scold myself for it . . . ] (1: 402).1 Anselmo
characterizes these feelings which have become an
obsession as an illness, "la enfermedad que suelen tener
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