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Greetings, welcome.


There is a wonderful little book of everyday wisdom by Andy Andrews called The Noticer.  The title character is a mysterious old man named Jones whose wisdom and advice change people’s lives for the better.  He says, “I notice things about situations and people that produce perspective.  That’s what most folks lack—perspective—a broader view.  So I give them a broader view . . . and it allows them to regroup, take a breath, and begin their lives again.”  Jones adds: “My contention is that you are right where you are supposed to be . . . .  Think, learn, pray, plan, dream.  For soon . . . you will become.”


Well, with Jones, I think you new students, like all of us members of the UNC Asheville family, are right where you’re supposed to be.  And the reason you’re here is to think, learn, pray, plan, dream and gain perspective—a broader view.  So congratulations on being here!  It is a pleasure and an honor to have you join us.  We’re happy you’re here.

Every year the University of North Carolina's Board of Governors recognizes our own version of the sage Jones with the Award for Excellence in Teaching.  This year, that person is associate professor of mathematics, Sam Kaplan.  An a native of Valdese, North Carolina and an alumnus of UNC Chapel Hill with a Ph.D. from Boston University, Dr. Kaplan came to us ten years ago and quickly gained a reputation among peers and students as an outstanding professor.  During that decade he has directed original research topics for 20 students on such intriguing subjects as celestial mechanics and atonal music, and he created a program that ties in our Mathematics Department with local community projects.  The program, called the Asheville Initiative in Mathematics or AIM, has so far received nearly $1 million in grants to support its good work.

Dr. Kaplan says, "I hope that my excitement and activities inspire my students to view math as a fun and important endeavor,” and he particularly is known for making mathematics relevant to his students’ lives.  In other words, he helps students gain perspective.  One of his students, Sadie Ferguson almost could be describing that wise character Jones when she says, “Dr. Kaplan encourages us to continually think, learn, solve and hypothesize about all questions we encounter.”  


I am sure he is about to help us all think and learn and broaden our perspectives in the remarks he is about to give, so please welcome the 2009 recipient of the Award for Excellence in Teaching, Professor Sam Kaplan.

